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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON SPEAKER TO RELATE
FIRSTHAND ACCOUNT OF U.N. SANCTIONS IN IRAQ
DAYTON, Ohio -Laurel Severns, the Iraq program coordinator at the American
Friends Service Committee's Chicago office, will offer a firsthand report on sanctions in Iraq at
7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 22, in the Kennedy Union ballroom at the University of Dayton.
Admission to the talk is free and open to the public.
In June, Severns spent 10 days in Iraq as part of a delegation focused on examining the

possible effects of "smart sanctions," a United States-United Kingdom proposal to tweak the
United Nations "oil for food" policy toward Iraq.
"After my visit there in June to examine how the proposal might affect the lives of
average Iraqis, I discovered this would actually make the situation worse," Severns said.
'"Smart sanctions' have been proposed to allow more humanitarian items into Iraq while
eliminating Iraq's capacity to produce weapons of mass destruction."
Although it "sounds good/' the proposal doesn't recognize the overlap in the
technologies necessary for civilian infrastructure, such as communication systems, she said.
Currency acquired through illegal trade that sidesteps the sanction that funnels all oil-revenue
financed trade through a UN-controlled escrow account has resulted in a small boost in the
economy that would be eliminated if that sanction is tightened, she said.
"Doctors in three different hospitals I visited reported that their monthly salaries had
increased from $5 (in U.S. dollars) to $15 per month in the past year due to this illegal trade,"
Severns said. "'Smart sanctions' would again increase unemployment, and more importantly,
would increase hopelessness and desperation."
Severns first traveled to the Middle East in 1997 as an undergraduate religion major at
Earlham College. She spent a semester in Jerusalem to learn more about Islam, Judaism and
historical Christianity, with a focus on studying the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
She believes a "just solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict would pacify the region
enormously.... The situation in which we find ourselves now is that the likes of Sad dam
Hussein and Osama bin Laden are the only powerful figures who are giving voice to those
grievances, so they find support from the otherwise disenfranchised."
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